Designing removable partial dentures.
Various designs have been suggested for the more frequently- occurring situations of the partially edentulous state. Obviously, a discussion of all the probabilities of design is not possible. The important factor is that basic principles are not violated. Retainer choice, rest placement, major and minor connector design, and support of the distal extension base are all critical factors. However, the fact remains that adequate time must be spent in properly diagnosing the particular case and devising a workable treatment plan. A thorough oral and radiographic examination, accurate articulated diagnostic casts, and a profile of the patient in terms of prosthetic needs and expectations must all be made. Once this picture is in order, the rather mechanical task of laying out the "nuts and bolts" of removable partial denture design can be carried out to ensure that our patients receive the full benefits of our knowledge and skills.